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Candidates answer on the Question Paper.

No Additional Materials are required.

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Write your Centre number, candidate number and name on all the work you hand in.
Write in dark blue or black pen.
Do not use staples, paper clips, highlighters, glue or correction fluid.
DO NOT WRITE IN ANY BARCODES.

Answer all questions.
Dictionaries are not allowed.

At the end of the examination, fasten all your work securely together.
The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the end of each question or part question.
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Exercise 1

Read the following description of the capital city of the USA, and then answer the questions on the 
opposite page.

DISCOVER WASHINGTON DC
Washington DC offers visitors a wealth of interesting things to see and do. In the 1790s, the first 
US President, George Washington, moved his national government there. Since then its wide 
avenues and impressive monuments have given the city its unique style. Many politicians live 
in the city, and it has a mixture of international influences. This can be seen everywhere in art, 
culture, and food and drink.

Getting around
The quickest and easiest way to get around the city is by metro bus. These buses run on 
338 routes throughout the city, and many are powered by natural gas or electricity as part of the 
city’s eco-friendly project.

For just $1 you can take the popular ‘DC Circulator’, which travels on three specific routes 
designed to allow passengers to ‘hop on and off ’ at points of interest. The yellow line travels east 
to west, from Georgetown to Union Station; the red line runs north to south along the historic 
7th Street, and the purple line goes around the National Mall at the weekends and stops at all the 
most important museums and galleries.

Touring the city
If you really want to investigate the city’s rich and varied history, then your stay in Washington 
DC should definitely include a tour. There are many unusual and highly entertaining tours to take 
by bus, bike or alternatively on foot. The organisation ‘Cultural Tourism DC’ offers several self-
guided tours, including the ‘US Civil War’ experience, and a neighbourhood tour of Broadway 
and the waterfront. However, for something more extraordinary, you could try the ‘Spy Drive’ 
tour and listen as intelligence and security experts from the US military describe where spies 
used to operate. At one time there were more spies living and working in Washington DC than 
anywhere else in the world.

Visit the cathedral
Make a behind-the-scenes visit to the National Cathedral, and climb 
to the top of the tower. Tours cost $10 but the view you get is worth 
it. The cathedral is located on the highest point within the city, from 
where visitors can see for many kilometres into Virginia and Maryland.

For sports enthusiasts
Baseball is one of America’s favourite pastimes and the Washington Nationals 
are one of the newest teams in the Major Baseball League, with one of the most 
modern stadiums. April to September is the baseball season and family groups 
can buy discounted tickets for league matches at the Nationals Ballpark. Don’t 
forget your camera because from the upper deck of the ballpark, along with the 
cheering spectators, you will have excellent views of the Capitol Building and the 
Washington Monument.
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 (a) When did George Washington establish his government?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

 (b) What aspects of foreign influence are evident in the city? Give two details.

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

 (c) Why do the metro buses run on natural gas and electricity?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

 (d) What are passengers permitted to do on the ‘DC Circulator’ routes?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

 (e) Which bus line should tourists take to the famous museums?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

 (f) By which two modes of transport might visitors go on a city tour?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

 (g) What do people learn about spies on the ‘Spy Drive’ tour?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

 (h) Who can watch baseball matches at a reduced cost?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

 (i) From where can spectators see the Capitol Building particularly well?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

[Total: 9]
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Exercise 2

Read the following article about hidden treasure in a temple in the south of India, and then answer the 
questions on the opposite page.

INDIAʼS HIDDEN TREASUREINDIAʼS HIDDEN TREASURE

It was just like a scene from the popular Hollywood film, ʻIndiana Jones and the Temple 
of Doomʼ. Even though experts had only unlocked five of the six secret underground 
rooms beneath the largest temple in the Indian state of Kerala, they had already 
discovered many valuable items including gold statues and precious silver rings.

It is estimated that the centuries-old treasure stored there will eventually be worth more than 
twenty billion dollars. An official of the temple admitted that they had known all along that 
offerings presented by worshippers over the last 500 years had been lying buried in these 
secret underground rooms. However, they were definitely surprised at the vast quantity of 
treasure discovered in the first five rooms.

The whole population of Kerala has been celebrating this extraordinary find. Its discovery has 
made the Padmanabha Swami temple, located in the state capital, Thiruvananthapuram, the 
richest temple in all of India.

During the past few months, a team of locksmiths appointed by Indiaʼs Supreme Court has 
managed to open five of the six secure underground storerooms. They have revealed an 
enormous hoard of treasure: jewellery covered in diamonds and hundreds of antique silver 
coins.

The original temple dates back to the 10th century, but the present massive granite structure 
was built in the 18th century after the King of Travancore 
expanded his kingdom. Historically, the temple has 
been for the use of the king and the royal family. Over 
the years, however, valuable offerings have been 
placed in the underground rooms. These have come not 
only from royal families in Kerala, but also from millions 
of ordinary citizens. One gift, apparently donated by a 
wealthy merchant, consists of two golden coconut shells 
decorated with precious stones.

The storerooms containing the donations have remained 
locked over the years. They were last opened in the 
1930s, so that a detailed list of all the contents could 
be made by servants of the royal family at that time. 
Now, however, the Supreme Court of India has ordered 
a fresh check of the treasure as a result of an important 
legal dispute, which has not yet been resolved. A lawyer 

representing the government has challenged the current head of the royal family. On behalf 
of the government, he is claiming that the family is not competent to manage the enormous 
wealth of the temple and to keep the treasure adequately secure.

The unopened room has special locks, and the authorities are getting experts to examine them 
carefully before trying to open the room without breaking the locks. They hope to be able to 
open the last room soon. The entire operation is taking 
place under heavy police guard, and nothing is being 
filmed or photographed, because taking photos within the 
temple is strictly prohibited.

The Chief Minister of Kerala State has rejected all 
demands that the treasure should be used for the public 
benefit. He argues that it belongs to the temple and is 
determined to ensure that it must continue to be preserved 
in the underground storerooms there.
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 (a) Where has the treasure in the temple been stored?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

 (b) What was surprising for temple officials?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

 (c) What have the locksmiths succeeded in doing so far?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

 (d) According to the bar chart, in which room was the most treasure discovered and what is 
its estimated value?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

 (e) When was the present temple built?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

 (f) Apart from royal families, who has donated valuable items to the temple? 
  Give two details.

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [2]

 (g) For what purpose were the storerooms opened in the 1930s?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

 (h) What are the Indian government’s complaints against the royal family? Give two details.

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [2]

 (i) What do the expert locksmiths need to do first?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

 (j) What valuable offerings have been stored beneath the temple over many years?
  Give details of four different kinds of treasure.

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [4]

[Total: 15]
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Exercise 3

Since leaving school at the end of last year, Brenda Tan has been working as an assistant in her 
father’s florist shop, Tan’s Blooms, at 28 Roberts Road, 248160, Singapore, not far from where she 
lives with her family at 12B Mayfair Apartments, Lemon Grove Road, 247452.

Brenda spends most of her working day making elaborate flower arrangements ready for delivery to 
customers for weddings and other celebrations. She is particularly good at choosing the best colours 
and varieties of flowers, and her father hopes that before long she will take over from him as manager 
of the shop.

However, Brenda’s heart is not in the business of flower arranging. Already, at the age of 19, she 
is showing considerable potential as an artist, and she sketches and paints people and scenery 
whenever she gets the chance. In 2011, while still at school, she won first prize in a national art 
competition with her still-life watercolour composition of roses in a shop window. Her greatest ambition 
is to become a professional artist after first receiving training at one of the famous art colleges in the 
USA, the UK or Australia.

She regularly reads the monthly ‘World of Art’ magazine for news of any relevant opportunities which 
might help her achieve her ambition.

You can imagine her excitement when she recently saw an advertisement in the daily newspaper for 
an exhibition of works of art by young amateur artists to be held later this year at the National Art 
Gallery of Singapore. Entries are invited from men and women under the age of 25 working in any art 
form. Applicants should submit one or more pieces of their own work to be shown in the exhibition. All 
the works accepted for display will be judged by a panel of experts from the Courtauld Institute of Art 
in London, and the artists responsible for the two best pieces will be offered scholarships to study for 
three years at the Institute.

Brenda is determined to have her work shown at the exhibition and is doubly excited at the chance of 
receiving professional training in London. She has started to work on two paintings, which she plans 
to submit with her application. One is a portrait of an old lady selling flowers, and the other a picture of 
fish at the market. Both are being painted in watercolours, which Brenda uses in preference to oil paint.

On her application, Brenda has decided to put her home address and home telephone number, 6572 
4831, instead of the shop number, 6548 7829. However, her father has advised her to use the email 
address of the shop, tan.blooms@busnet.sg, as this is more businesslike than her own personal one.

Imagine you are Brenda Tan. Fill in the application form on the opposite page, using the 
information above.
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YOUNG ARTISTS’ EXHIBITION:

Application form for exhibitors

SECTION A – Personal details

Full name:  ......................................................................................  Age: .............................

Address:  .................................................................................................................................

Telephone number:  .................................................................................................................

Email address:  ........................................................................................................................

Current status: (please underline one)
school student   university student   employee   self-employed

Name and address of place of study / work:  ..........................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................

SECTION B – Details of exhibits

Number of pieces of work submitted: (please circle)
1   2   3   4   more than 4

Chosen art form: (please tick as many as appropriate)
 sculpture pottery oil painting watercolour pastel
     

Give a brief description of the work(s) which you are submitting:  ..........................................

.................................................................................................................................................

Have you taken part in a previous art competition? (please delete)   YES/NO

If yes, please give details of the competition:  .........................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................

SECTION C

In the space below, write one sentence of between 12 and 20 words describing your future 
ambition.

[Total: 8]
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Exercise 4

Read the following article about a scheme to use the force of falling water to generate eco-friendly 
electricity, and then complete the notes on the opposite page.

THE POWER OF WATER

The beautiful scenery of  the Peak District in the centre of  England attracts visitors 
from around the world. But now a less obvious tourist attraction has appeared among 
the lovely hills and villages. The new landmark at Torr Rise is a mini power-station 

containing a 12-tonne steel cylinder, shaped like a screw, which is made to revolve by fast-
flowing water.

This cylinder is the key part of  a new type of  mini power-station, which can generate enough 
electricity for 70 homes. And this is not the only mini power-station in the country. Across the UK, 
community groups are using their local rivers to create electricity.

Falling water can turn a cylinder in the same way as high pressure steam in a conventional power 
station. In addition to a cylinder, you need a river with a reasonably good flow of  water and a small 
man-made waterfall called a ‘weir’. Weirs are common in the UK and engineers are now using them 
to generate clean, green power.

There are an estimated 10,000 weirs on UK rivers, and government figures suggest that mini power-
stations could generate about 3% of  the UK’s electricity. The units could be built at abandoned 
factories where water pressure was previously used to turn huge wheels which provided the power 
for machinery.

At one of  these old factories, the revolving cylinder has replaced the original waterwheel. As water 
falling from the river crashes down on the cylinder, it turns and generates 70 kilowatts of  electricity. 
Mini power-stations like this are probably the most efficient way to generate electricity, since up to 
85% of  the energy created as the water hits the cylinder is converted to electrical power. The water 
then returns to the river.

The factory and the cylinder at Torr Rise are owned by a group of  more than 200 local people, 
who have jointly invested their money to help build the mini power-station. The group is given 
money by the government in return for producing renewable energy, and the government is also 
investing in further sites along the river. Many more similar projects are planned to open soon, 
although some residents have complained about the increased noise levels coming from these mini 
power-stations.

Fishermen have also objected that these mini power-stations could reduce the number of  fish by 
blocking their movement up and down rivers. They divert water from parts of  the river, which 
threatens the survival of  the small plants and creatures that fish feed on. The fishermen also claim 
that the mini power-stations prevent the movement of  species such as salmon and eels, which 
migrate up and down the rivers.

On the other hand, supporters of  the mini power-stations say that these schemes are approved by 
the government. Fish can safely swim past the cylinder on their way down 
the river, while ‘fish ladders’ can be provided to help fish cross weirs when 
travelling upstream. 

Tourists have always enjoyed the rivers of  the Peak District. Now a new 
type of  visitor, the eco-tourist, is arriving in the area to admire the latest 
green technology of  the mini power-stations.
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You have been asked to give a short talk to the environmental protection group at your school 
about mini power-stations. Prepare some notes to use as the basis of your talk.

Make your notes under each heading.

What is needed to make a mini power-station work

•  ...............................................................................................................

•  ...............................................................................................................

•  ...............................................................................................................

Potential amount of energy produced by a mini power-station

•  ...............................................................................................................

•  ...............................................................................................................

•  ...............................................................................................................

Objections to the scheme

•  ...............................................................................................................

•  ...............................................................................................................

•  ...............................................................................................................

[Total: 9]
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Exercise 5

Read the following description of a health centre in Nigeria run by the international medical organisation, 
MSF.

On the opposite page, write a summary of the difficult living conditions of the people living on 
the lagoon AND of the help received from MSF.

Your summary should be about 100 words long (and no more than 120 words long). You should 
use your own words as far as possible.

You will receive up to 6 marks for the content of your summary, and up to 5 marks for the style and 
accuracy of your language.

FLOATING CLINIC
How do you improve healthcare when there is no land for a clinic and your patients live on water? 
The Makoko lagoon is a large body of water on the outskirts of Lagos, Africa’s fastest growing city. 
Newcomers have created a densely packed settlement, with wooden huts set on stilts over the brown 
water, linked by shaky wooden walkways. There are shops, schools and places of worship, but until 
MSF arrived, sick people had to travel a long way to the nearest healthcare centre on the mainland.

The settlement on the lagoon is where some of the 2,000 daily arrivals from rural Nigeria and 
neighbouring countries come to live. It is in this overcrowded location that MSF has opened its unique 
floating clinic. For the international medical staff to establish a project in this environment was an 
enormous challenge. 

They were surrounded by many different cultures and ethnic groups. Most people were immigrants 
from the neighbouring country of Benin. Every year, more and more arrived and built homes on the 
lagoon because it was the only place where they could settle. Whenever anybody fell ill or had an 
accident which needed medical attention, they had to make a long and difficult journey to a doctor. Most 
victims lived so far out on the lagoon that it could take a long time to reach the nearest health centre on 
the mainland. At times, there was no suitable boat available to transport the patient over the water. So, 
instead of expecting the people to go to the clinic, MSF brought the clinic to them.

The MSF team had to start by establishing a close relationship with the 
local community. The traditional leaders responded by supplying them 
with workers, and the construction of the clinic helped the medical staff 
to be accepted by the community. The local crew were experts. They 
firmly lodged wooden posts seven feet underwater and fixed them with 
cross beams for a foundation. In a short space of time, the clinic was 

established and began to work. With two rooms for consultations, a small pharmacy and an outside 
platform, it can safely hold 40 patients and eight staff at a time.

Now, early every morning, a crowd gathers on the platform. There are mothers with children, pregnant 
women, old men and teenagers. Most can be treated on the spot, but for serious cases, members of staff 
have set up an emergency service to take patients to larger clinics on land. For this they simply use a 
small boat with an engine, which they call the water ambulance.

Maternal healthcare has been a particular focus for the clinic. Staff at the clinic proudly say that they are 
able to nurse sick expectant mothers back to full health so that they can give birth to their babies quite 
safely. Moreover, having a baby is less risky when the water ambulance is available if complications 
arise.

The head nurse acknowledges that at first she was amazed that anybody could actually be living on the 
lagoon. Now, as she looks at the watery surroundings, she says how glad she is herself to be living as 
part of this community.
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Exercise 6

You recently met and talked to a person who is famous in your country.

Write a letter to a relative, describing what happened.

In your letter you should:

 • give details of the famous person and where you met

 • explain what you talked about

 • describe how you felt afterwards.

The pictures above may give you some ideas, but you are free to use any ideas of your own.

Your letter should be between 150 and 200 words long. Do not write an address.

You will receive up to 10 marks for the content of your letter, and up to 9 marks for the style and 
accuracy of your language.
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Exercise 7

The government is proposing to build a new highway passing close to the place where you live. 

The local newspaper has invited people to express their views.

Here are some of the comments already made: 

“I’ll be able to visit my cousins
much more easily on this road.”

“Think about all the farmland
that we’ll lose.”

“There will be lots of new
jobs and businesses.”

“It is already polluted
where I live; this will make

it worse.”

Write an article for the newspaper, giving your opinion about the proposal.

The comments above may give you some ideas, but you are free to use any ideas of your own.

Your article should be between 150 and 200 words long.

You will receive up to 10 marks for the content of your article, and up to 9 marks for the style and 
accuracy of your language.
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    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [595.245 841.846]
>> setpagedevice


